Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.149; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.6.
In the title complex, [Ni(CH 3 CN) 2 (C 3 H 4 N 2 ) 4 ](NO 3 ) 2 , the cation lies on an inversion center and adopts an octahedral coordination geometry about the Ni atom. The two acetonitrile ligands are in a trans conformation. N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between cations and anions link the complex molecules into one-dimensional chains running parallel to [100] . 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 2 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). temperature for 10 min. After the resultant bluesolution was filtered and concentrated to 5 ml under vacuum, the concentrated filtrate was layered with diethyl ether (5-fold portion) and then kept at room temperature for 3 days. The air-stable blue crystals of the title compound (0.39 g, 74%) obtained were suitable for X-ray crystallographic analysis.
Refinement
All the H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C methine -H = 0.95, C methyl -H = 0.98
and N-H = 0.88 Å while U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C methine and N) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ). In the final difference map, the highest peak was 1.13 eÅ^-3^ (located in the center of the pyrazole ring N3/N4/C4/C5/C6) and the deepest hole was -0.49 eÅ -3 (0.48 Å from N4).
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title complex, showing 50% displacement ellipsoids; the H atoms are dipicted by circles of an arbitrary radius. Unlabeled atoms of the complex are related to labeled atoms by the symmetry operation: 1 -x, 1 -y, 2 -z. 
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